More lightwork at Copenhagen Light Festival
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On Friday 30 January, more than 45 artistic lightwork will illuminate Copenhagen in

the dark winter weather.

During rehearsals, this image was captured with the Northern Lights as a backdrop to
Curtain Fall by Baal&Brand. Photo: Martin Ersted. Copenhagen Light Festival. Martin Ersted.
Baal&Brand. Copenhagen Light Festival

What’s happening?



This year Copenhagen Light Festival has succeeded in presenting a number of significant

works.

Large beams of light will cut through the sky and be visible across the city, from
Christiansborg and from 17 metro stations along the entire Cityringen (the city metroline), in
a brand-new collaboration with the Metro. The landmark The Green Beam will once again

shine from Tivoli across the rooftops, now as part of a new route.

These works will also be lit in the morning from 6:30 to 8:00 AM, giving morning commuters

a break from routine.

Projections on building facades will also appear on prominent locations such as Maersk’s

large white sail by the waterfront, the University of Copenhagen’s Scientific Collections

opposite Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Eigtveds Pakhus.

Already now, the more than 400-metre-long light work “Displaced” can be seen at Vestre

Cemetery, about refugees from many wars in Europe. Copenhagen Light Festival.

Where are the works?



Routes return

This year, walking, running, and cycling routes return, and as something new, audiences can
also follow Metro routes that connect the festival with key works on Refshalegen, in Orestad,

on Ngrrebro, and at Vestre Cemetery near Carlsberg Station.

Info spots with coffee in the city centre

For the first time, there will be official info spots where visitors can buy coffee and souvenirs: at
Copenhagen Visitor Service, by Danish Architecture Center Havnegade/Inderhavnsbroen, and at

Stromma'’s canal tour stands in Nyhavn and at Gammel Strand.

“We are focusing more on wayfinding this year. In the City area, where most people visit, we
have for the first time worked with a curator and a project manager who specifically looked at
the challenges there. The dense route of 1.5 km runs from Ofelia Plads along the harbour to
the Danish Architecture Center at BLOX and up to Hgjbro Plads, but if you want to see
everything it takes three evenings. Many key works are not in the city centre but spread out
for several good reasons, which opens up new ways of seeing the city,” says Jesper

Kongshaug, spokesperson for Copenhagen Light Festival.

Map in app and web across the whole city

Programme, map, and events will be published continuously on the festival website and in
the app in the run-up to the opening. The app is an important tool, as it shows everything

based on where you are and provides information at each work.
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The map in the app shows where the works are and offers a light treasure hunt. It also

includes suggested routes for cycling and Metro routes. Within 10 Minutes, vnr.TV

The app can do more while you walk around, for example a light treasure hunt where the
whole family finds 10 light works together and can win double-up offers at places such as

Cafe Europa, Ice-bar, Strand Hotel and Michelin cafes under The Food Project.

The app includes texts that are also available as audio, links to the artists’ profiles, and

behind-the-scenes films.


http://vnr.tv/

Winter holiday

Copenhagen Light Festival always coincides with the winter holiday during two of the

festival’'s three weeks.

A special family area has therefore been created along Havnegade with several new

interactive light works, social light events, and stalls with hot drinks.
Guided tours

Guided tours return both on land and on the water with Stromma, with guides trained by the
secretariat. There are community experiences including Silent Disco, wine and beer tastings

(also non-alcoholic).
Read more here:

https://copenhagenlightfestival.org/guidede-ture-2026/

LIGHTRUN

It has been called the World’s Biggest Art Light Run by international press, where everyone
receives a string of lights and runs the most beautiful route through the city centre. There are

prizes for the best decoration and you support very ill children through Make-A-Wish.
See 22 seconds from last year:

https://vimeo.com/reviews/cb90e0dc-f470-41f9-b9b3-3cfOb19f10a5/videos/1147675395




Peace in Europe

A workshop in Copenhagen with older and younger people laid the groundwork for the work.
Claudia Reh welcomes everyone to come to Maria Church and contribute to peace. Photo:

Anders Kongshaug. vnr.TV. Imagine Peace. Essen, Germany

Everyone can come to Maria Church, where the international German artist Claudia Reh
contributes to a project partly supported by the European Commission called Imagine

Peace.

You are invited to place simple everyday objects, from nature, from war, or from a peaceful
home, on a light surface that creates glowing projections on the wall. You explore peace

through light and creativity together with the participants.



Claudia Reh with artists and volunteers, young and old, at a warming workshop at

Tivoli. Anders Kongshaug. vnr.TV. Imagine Peace. Copenhagen Light Festival

The participants created new projections that are included in the final work composed

by Claudia Reh. Anders Kongshaug. vnr.TV. Imagine Peace. Copenhagen Light
Festival



How is the festival funded?

Copenhagen Light Festival began in 2017 with 16 light works. Today the festival presents
more than 45 installations across the city, and the City of Copenhagen provides a crucial

grant for the secretariat’s work to realize the festival.

Foundation funding is essential and makes it possible to produce works with international

artists and elevate the festival's overall artistic level so it is attractive to everyone.

“We are deeply grateful for the strong support from the Danish foundations. Their support
makes it possible for us to work broadly in artistic terms and create works that, first and
foremost, serve a shared purpose between people,” says Carsten Mgrch-Bentzen, senior

consultant for Copenhagen Light Festival.

In 2026, the festival is supported by Villum Fonden, Knud Hgjgaards Fond, Augustinus
Fonden, William Demant Fonden, Aage and Johanne Louis-Hansens Fond, Konsul George

Jorck and Wife Emma Jorck’s Fond, Frederiksbergfonden, and Gangstedfonden.

“It is moving to feel how openly and generously the foundations welcome Copenhagen Light
Festival and choose to support us. It is of decisive importance,” continues Carsten Mgrch-

Bentzen.

“The light festival has no single overarching theme, but curates proposals from across the
world. The absence of a fixed theme means the works can reflect contemporary questions
and currents, and that is precisely why the festival achieves relevance, inspiration, and
international appeal, which the foundations in particular support directly. In this way, the
foundations help lift the festival in a decisive way,” concludes Jesper Kongshaug,

spokesperson.

This is the 9th Copenhagen Light Festival, and there was an increase in hotel overnight
stays of 9% between 2024 and 2025.
In 2026, there are more collaborations with both artists from around the world and partners

in the city than ever before.



Pictures

During rehearsals, this photo was captured with the Northern Lights as the
backdrop for Curtain Call by Baal & Brand. Photo: Martin Ersted, Copenhagen
Light Festival.Download

Already now, the 400+ metre light installation Displaced is on view at Vestre
Kirkegard, reflecting on refugees from multiple wars across Europe. Photo:

Copenhagen Light Festival.

Download


https://via.ritzau.dk/files/13561788/14768451/333978/da
https://via.ritzau.dk/files/13561788/14768451/333979/da
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The festival app map shows where the installations are and includes a light
treasure hunt, plus suggested cycling routes and Metro routes. Photo:

Copenhagen Light Festival. vnr.TV Download

A workshop in Copenhagen with both young and older participants formed the
foundation for the work. Artist Claudia Reh invites everyone to visit Maria
Kirken and contribute to peace. Photo: Anders Kongshaug, vnr.TV, Imagine
Peace, Copenhagen Light Festival.. Download


http://vnr.tv/
https://via.ritzau.dk/files/13561788/14768451/333980/da
https://via.ritzau.dk/files/13561788/14768451/333981/da

Participants created new projections that become part of the final work

composed by Claudia Reh. Photo: Anders Kongshaug, vnr.TV, Imagine Peace,
Essen, Germany. Download
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Claudia Reh with artists and volunteers during the workshop at Tivoli. Photo:
Anders Kongshaug, vnr.TV, Imagine Peace, Copenhagen Light

Festival.Download


https://via.ritzau.dk/files/13561788/14768451/333983/da
https://via.ritzau.dk/files/13561788/14768451/333982/da
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