Copenhagen Light Festival opens early at Vestre
Cemetery with a message of peace

15.1.2026 03:10:00 CET | Copenhagen Light Festival | News

From Thursday 15 January at 16:30, Copenhagen Light Festival will switch on the
first lights in the winter darkness for visitors at Vestre Kirkegard near Carlsberg

Station, with peace in Europe as a shared theme.

The event marks the beginning of a series of press activities leading up to the official
opening, which takes place on 30 January at 17:00 at the Confederation of Danish
Industry (DI).

Displaced is a key work by Alexander Reichstein (Finland). Peace is a shared

theme at Vestre kirkegard during Copenhagen Light Festival

“Works about peace gain an extra dimension in a cemetery,” says Jesper
Kongshaug, Chair and member of the Curatorial Committee of Copenhagen Light

Festival.



A major EU grant supporting five European light festivals has made it possible to

develop works that revolve around peace in Europe.

Programme, Nordre Kapel, Vestre Kirkegard

The beautiful Nordre Kapel provides the setting for an atmospheric evening with art,

music, dance and speeches.

16:30 — Doors open
17:00 — Welcome and presentation of the programme by Jesper Kongshaug

Speech on peace by the Ambassador of Croatia to Denmark, Dean Krce

17:25 — Jazz concert with Dana Alshihaby

https://www.instagram.com/dana alshihaby/

17:40-17:50 — Artist presentations:
Displaced by Alexander Reichstein
Pallets and Stairs Between Wars by Visualia Group

https://copenhagenlightfestival.org/program-2026-2/

17:50-18:00 — Dance performance choreographed by Anastasia Krasnoshchoka

https://www.instagram.com/anastasiakrasnoshchoka/?hl=da
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https://www.instagram.com/dana_alshihaby/
https://copenhagenlightfestival.org/program-2026-2/
https://www.instagram.com/anastasiakrasnoshchoka/?hl=da

Pallets projects words about peace onto Euro pallets. The words have been submitted by
both young and older people from five countries. The artist group Visualia and Stefan

Vidovi¢ (design) from Croatia are behind the work. Photo: Anders Kongshaug, vnr.TV.

Meet the artists

After the programme in the chapel, activities continue until 19:30. The artists
will move out to the works, and the audience will have the opportunity for
personal conversations and insight into the artistic processes behind the

installations.

Displaced by Alexander Reichstein consists of transparent human figures illuminated by UV
light. The figures carry their few belongings through the darkness and mirror Europe’s

refugee stories, a quiet passage between loss, hope and survival.

Pallets by Visualia Group & Stefan Vidovi¢ is created from reused euro pallets collected
locally in Copenhagen. Quotes about peace, submitted by young and older people from five
EU countries, are projected onto the structure. The work brings together peace, inclusion

and sustainability as part of the EU project “Imagine Peace”.

Stairs Between Wars by Petar Séulac explores the relationship between conflict and

reconciliation.




Everyone is encouraged this year to wear a string of lights during the festival period. The
Light Run (LYSLYBET), shown in the photo, will take place again this year on 8 February.
Guided tours in various formats are also available. Photo: Christoffer Askman, vnr. TV,

Copenhagen Light Festival.

A first look at this year’s festival

The programme, map and events are being published on the website these days.

Copenhagen Light Festival will soon present more than 50 light works, and everyone is
encouraged to join in by bringing light into the dark when moving around the city in the
evening. Among this year’s special events are official guided tours in the city centre and
canal tours in collaboration with Stromma. There are also social guided tours with wine or

beer, Silent Disco walks, and parties.

During the winter holiday, LYSL@BET takes place on 8 February, which international press
calls the “World’s biggest light art run”.

Copenhagen Light Festival welcomes more than 400,000 visitors and is also one of Europe’s
largest.

The festival is open every day from 17:00 to 22:00, from 30 January to 22 February.
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