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Look Forward to Copenhagen Light Festival 2026

Copenhagen Light Festival returns in 2026, illuminating the city’s winter
darkness with 45 light artworks, guided tours, light runs, and
experiences in and along the canals of Copenhagen’s oldest districts.
Audiences are encouraged to bring their own lights and become part of
the city’s moving glow through the winter darkness and the winter

holiday.

The iconic green laser beam will once again be lit on 30 January, marking the

start of the festival as it stretches from Tivoli, across the Glyptotek,

Copenhagen Hostel, and onward to Our Saviour’s Church in Christianshavn.




The symbolic green laser will be lit both in the evening and in the morning.
Christoffer Askman, vnr.TV — Copenhagen Light Festival

See the artworks already now

The presentation of this year’s artworks can already be followed on the
festival’s website and will soon also be available in the app.

e See more here: https://copenhagenlightfestival.org/da/

Brocken Artshifters — from the early European Capital of Culture, Plzen in the
Czech Republic — is presented in collaboration with DAC.
Yasuhiro Chida (JAP) / ARTshifters

Official opening

The festival opens Friday, 30 January at 5:00 PM at the Confederation of Danish
Industry, where the press is invited.

The programme will be presented by Jesper Kongshaug, the festival’s spokesperson,
followed by prominent speakers (TBA) and guided boat tours along the canals of the
inner city.

At 8:00 PM the same evening, a concert will be held at Holmen’s Church with Mogens
Dahl, Mathias Heise (harmonica), and Jonas Frelund (clarinet).

The press is welcome to attend and to get in touch regarding individual stories.

“This year we have placed special focus on a strong route through the inner city,
featuring beautiful and exciting artworks,” says Jesper Kongshaug, spokesperson,
co-founder and curator. “We also have strong relationships across Copenhagen, which
this year light up major works in Refshalegen, @restad, Nordhavn and the bridge areas.
It takes three evenings to see all the artworks.”


https://copenhagenlightfestival.org/da/

Plenty of activities before 30 January

Already in December, the first artworks are lit, with more being added up until the
opening. The first major main artwork, ‘The Wave’, is now illuminated at Ofelia Plads
along Kveesthusbroen, featuring newly composed music and new light design.

Three artworks in the Tivoli Gardens are curated through Copenhagen Light Festival.
Shown here is Planetoides. Photo: Jakob Melgaard. Tivoli.tv.

Pre-opening on 15 January

On 15 January at 5:00 PM, Copenhagen Light Festival pre-opens at Vestre Cemetery,
near Carlsberg Station, with three light artworks rich in meaning. One of them addresses
peace in Europe and is partly supported by the European Commission under the title
“Imagine Peace”, which will be part of the festival for the next two years.

DAC (Danish Architect Center) and DR Concert Hall will open their great light artworks
on 29 January.

“We are proud that our grassroots association places Copenhagen’s winter
light on the world map. The effect is that the festival is regarded as a
significant European event—one that international artists wish to be part of,
while at the same time nurturing new Danish light artists,” concludes
Jesper Kongshaug.


http://tivoli.tv

Displaced will be one of three artworks pre-opening at Vestre Cemetery and
will be on display until 22 February. Photo: Tim Alexander Reichstein, Finland.

This is the 9th time the Copenhagen Light Festival is held. The artworks are lit daily
from 5:00 PM to 10:00 PM, while some works will also be illuminated in the morning,
accompanying those heading to work in the dark.

Copenhagen Light Festival ends on Sunday, 22 February 2026.

About Copenhagen Light Festival

Copenhagen Light Festival receives significant support for light artworks in the
streets from the following foundations: Villum Foundation, Knud Hajgaard’s
Foundation, Augustinus Foundation, William Demant Foundation, Aage and Johanne
Louis-Hansen’s Foundation, Consul George Jorck and Wife Emma Jorck’s
Foundation, Frederiksberg Foundation, and Gangsted Foundation.

An indispensable grant from the City of Copenhagen supports the secretariat’s work
in making the festival possible. Hosts at each location contribute crucial practical and
financial support. All board members are co-founders of the festival.

Copenhagen Light Festival is a non-profit association.

Read more here:


https://copenhagenlightfestival.org/da/

https://copenhagenlightfestival.org/da/
Ab. Artworks, book guided tours, get light chains for the light run, treasure hunts and
board and more.

More Information
General inquiries
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Frederikke:Krogh

Program & Operations Manager
TIf:+45 25556604
frederikke@copenhagenlightfestival.org
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